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8th Franco-German Energy Forum 
Security of supply in France, Germany and the EU: requirements, grid 
expansion and interconnectors   
 
 
Online-conference, January 22nd 2026 
 

   

 

The conference will be moderated by Nathalie Croisé. It will be interpreted in French, German and English.  

 

 
FROM 9:30 AM  START OF THE CONFERENCE  
   
9:35-10:00 am  Welcoming Address 

— Frank Wetzel, State Secretary, German Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Energy 
— Sophie Mourlon, Director-General for Energy and Climate, French Ministry of Economics, Finance, 

Industrial, Energy and Digital Sovereignty 
— Bernhard Kotsch, State Secretary, German Federal Foreign Office 
— Sven Rösner, Director, Franco-German Office for the Energy Transition 

   
10:00-11:15 AM  EUROPEAN FRAMEWORK AND FUTURE SCENARIOS FOR ELECTRICITY DEMAND AND NETWORKS 
   
10:00-10:25 am  Ensuring security of electricity supply in Europe: European grids package and requirements until 

2050 
— Ditte Juul Jørgensen, Director-General for Energy, European Commission 

   
10:25-10:50 am  Development of electricity transmission networks and security of supply: scenarios and financing 

requirements 
— Damian Cortinas, Chair of board, ENTSO-E 

   
10:50-11:15 am  Evolution of the electricity system in Europe: electrification, challenges and perspectives 

— Laura Cozzi, Director of Sustainability, Technology and Outlooks, International Energy Agency (IEA) 
   
11:15-11:45 AM  COFFEE BREAK 
   
11:45-12:15 pm  Electricity supply security in France and Germany – priorities, national objectives, and joint actions  

— Jan-Kristof Wellershoff, Deputy Head of Department representing the Electricity Department, 
Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Energy (BMWE) 

— Jean Sevestre-Giraud, Deputy Director for Energy, French Ministry of Economics, Finance, Industrial, 
Energy and Digital Sovereignty 

   

12:15-12:30 pm  Questions and Answers 
   
12:30-2:00 PM  LUNCH BREAK 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

2:00-3:15 PM  ENSURING THE SECURITY, RELIABILITY AND GRID EXPANSION  
   

2:00-2:25 pm  Economic and climate cost of dependence on fossil fuels: comparison of the costs of inaction 
and the costs of decarbonisation 
— Kingsmill Bond, Director, Ember 

   

2:25-2:50 pm  Ancillary services, demand side management and flexibility: challenges and opportunities 
— Martin Iffert, Co-founder & CEO, Energy Pool 

   

2:50-3:15 pm  Dialogue:  How to extend grids to ensure the security of supply in France and Germany – 
regulatory framework, volumes and financing mechanisms 
— Emmanuelle Wargon, President, French Energy Regulation Agency 
— Klaus Müller, President, German Federal Network Agency 

   

3:15-3:45 PM  COFFEE BREAK  

 
3:45-5:15 PM 
 
3:45-4:45 pm 
 
 

  
DIMENSIONING AND FINANCING OF THE FUTURE ENERGY SYSTEM 
 
Panel:  How to ensure resource adequacy: industry capacities, grid financing and refinancing  
— Peter Rüth, CFO, Amprion 
— Yara Chakhtoura, President, Siemens Energy France & Siemens Gamesa Renewable France 
— Maurice Dierick, Director of Coordination and  European Development, RTE 
— Ralph Schaper, Head of Energy Management, Salzgitter Flachstahl 
— Murat Ülker, Resident Loan Officer, Public Sector Germany, European Investment Bank (EIB) 

 
4:45-5:15 pm  Closing Statement 

— Lydie Lescarmontier, Glaciologist and Writer 
— Sönke Zaehle, Director, Max Planck Institute for Biogeochemistry 

   

5:15 PM  END OF THE CONFERENCE 

 

 
 


