
AUTHORISATION PROCEDURES FOR WIND AND 
SOLAR POWER PROJECTS IN FRANCE
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Introduction 
Ambitious development objectives
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Installed Objective
Sources:
Ministères Aménagement du territoire Transition écologique | Stratégie française pour l’énergie et le climat | Programmation pluriannuelle de l’énergie 2019-2023, 2024-2028
Ministères Aménagement du territoire Transition écologique | Stratégie française pour l’énergie et le climat | Projet de programmation pluriannuelle de l’énergie 2025-2030, 
2031-2035

https://www.ecologie.gouv.fr/sites/default/files/documents/20200422%20Synthe%CC%80se%20de%20la%20PPE.pdf
https://www.consultations-publiques.developpement-durable.gouv.fr/IMG/pdf/02__projet_de_ppe_3.pdf
https://www.consultations-publiques.developpement-durable.gouv.fr/IMG/pdf/02__projet_de_ppe_3.pdf
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Introduction 
Focus on rejected and approved wind energy projects
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Approved projects Rejected projects

Sources:
WattaBase

https://wattabase.com/
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PV projects
How to get solar project approval?

Planning authorisations

Outside protected and restricted areas 

Additional authorisations 

Power Rooftop Carport shades Ground-mounted 

< 1 MWp Prior declaration of works Prior declaration of works Prior declaration of works

< 3 MWp Prior declaration of works Prior declaration of works
Prior declaration of works 

+ EIA

> 3 MWp Prior declaration of works Building permit
Building permit 

+ EIA

Authorisations When required

Derogation related to protected species 
If the project site hosts protected fauna or flora and if there is a sufficiently 

serious risk of harm

Water law authorisation / prior declaration When the project affects wetlands, watercourses, or drainage systems

Tree clearing authorisation If the project involves deforestation or impacts wooded or forested areas

ICPE regulations If the project is located on a former site classified under ICPE regulations
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PV projects
How to get solar project approval?

Key challenges when applying for a building permit:

Landscape integration 

Protected species

Wetlands

Fire prevention

Zoning compliance

Soil artificialisation

Agricultural land

visibility from sensitive or inhabited areas

may require ecological studies and derogation

may trigger potential Water Law constraints

strict and sometimes unclear regulations

preference for degraded or already artificialized land

only allowed in “agri-compatible” zones or as agrivoltaic projects

must comply with town planning rules (PLU/PLUi)
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Wind farm projects
How to get wind farm project approval?

Environmental authorisation

Upstream phase
12 – 24 months

Decision phase
2 – 3 months Public participation – 4 months

Instruction phase – 4 months

Discussion with the 

administration to identify 

potential constraints and 

all required authorisations

Dematerialised public 

participation
Consultation of the 

competent administrative 

entities 

Decision by the State 

representative

Absence of the decision is 

equivalent to an implicit refusal

This single authorisation includes all required authorisations, 

notably: 

• Industrial facility authorisation (ICPE)

• Derogation related to protected species (if needed)

• Water law regulations (if needed)

• Tree clearing authorisation (if needed)

Application file includes:

• Hazards impact assessment

• Environmental Impact 

Assessment (EIA)
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Wind farm projects
How to get wind farm project approval?

Key challenges when applying for an environmental authorisation:

EIA

Protected species

Zoning compliance

Military and aviation

Landscape

Cumulative impact

Third parties' recourses

inadequacy may be grounds for rejection or criticism

may require ecological studies and derogation

must comply with town planning rules (PLU/PLUi)

may restrict the size of turbines or their ability to be built in 
certain areas

saturation effect in certain areas

environmental authorisations are regularly subject to appeals 
lodged by third parties

this remains undoubtedly the main problem for projects that are 
rejected or cancelled
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